On 10-12 November 2011 the annual European Public Health Conference will take place in Copenhagen, Denmark. Pre-conferences will be held on 9 November. The theme is: Public Health and Welfare -Welfare Development and Health
There is a strong tradition of participation among researchers and practitioners within public health from the Scandinavian countries -especially when the conference takes place in a Scandinavian country.
Public health contributes to welfare by means of health promotion, health protection, disease prevention and health services. Such interventions represent investments in a better health and better life for populations -a contribution to welfare. At the same time, they contribute to a healthy labour force. The concept of welfare is usually associated with satisfying basic human needs, such as having access to food, shelter, education, work, an economic income etc. Often, health is included in the concept of welfare. Nations that have the economic ability and economic will to safeguard these needs for broad groups in society are often called welfare states.
The reverse relationship between welfare and health is also a well documented historic fact. In particular wealth and economic well-being is one of the determinants of health, but this holds for other aspects of welfare as well -material as well as immaterial. During Copenhagen 2011 we intend, through keynote lectures, sessions and workshops, to give examples of the mutual relationship between public health and welfare and welfare development and health.
The following keynote lectures are planned:
European welfare systems including public health and health care -overview and comparative research Reducing inequality in health in Europe -progress in policies? World economic crises, investments and health. Are our welfare systems resistant towards deteriorating health when economic crises take place? Focus on the elderly population in Europe. The contribution of preventive and curative health services to health, quality of life and welfare of the elderly population Regulating health by food -the role of the food industry, comparable to the tobacco industry? Using individually linked population-based registers in research focusing on the interrelationship of health and welfare -Scandinavian approaches and experiences The Danish ''flexicurity model'' for labour market policy and social policy Global health as seen from a European perspectivethe welfare orientation of public health education in Europe
As to pre-conferences, we are planning themes such as nature, health and public health; music, health and public health; architecture, health and public health; and several others. As congress organizer I am open to discuss other interesting themes. However, in 2011 we will not be combining the Nordic Socio-Medical Congress with the European Conference.
We will also be trying small renewals of the structure and form. Many international congresses move towards a more active contribution from participants -a kind of moderated oral poster sessions where a group of thematic posters are introduced orally and discussed. Consequently, the usual oral presentations in sessions are somewhat reduced.
We also encourage young researchers to contribute and plan to award a prize -the Young Investigator's Award.
It is important to remember the deadline for abstracts and proposals for workshops: 1 May 2011.
The conference is a collaborative effort between EUPHA, ASPHER and the Danish Society of Public Health.
The development of the programme, pre-conferences etc. can be followed at http://www.eupha.org/ site/upcoming_conference.php 
